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You are old, Father William, the young man cried,

The few locks that are left you are grey,
You are hale, Father William, a hearty old man,
Now tell me the reason, I pray.

In the days of my youth, Father William replied,
I remembered that youth would fly fast,
And abused not my health and ny vigour at first,

That I never might need them at last. 19

(The Old Man’s Comforts, 1799)

R T P A W 1

You are old, Father William, the young man said,



And your hair has become very white;
And yet you incessantly stand on yonr head---
Do you think, at your age, it is right?

In my youth Father William replied to his son,
1 feared it might injure the brain,
But, now that Im perfectly sure I have none,

Why, I do it again and again 20
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That Devi life stature
An owned
Softness
Of evening rapt

Dew--— brilliant, still, immortal.
A still portrait

Of night’s
Rich breast
An ode
Fresh and most ancient like some
Constellation
Reality In the core
Of my own self.
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Young Mind, swift and
Sure like an arrow:

A life dedicated to the

Meaning of Beauty.

Did I see some counterpart of
My own shy restless youth---

A wvery restless, very shy poet’s
Youth in you just now

Across the ages---to renew

My spirit?

Or was that an early window---
Flash opened again

In your face for me to peer into. ..
Into the eyes of my love

Of my lost lost loves?

O do bear my youth. . .but o
Bear it with
Passion, honour and a

Secret religion

That only intimate poets follow. 40

Rt % 7wl 4 ¥
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